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Question No: 1 

The ______ behavior of the demonstrators became even more apparent when they all chained 

themselves together when the authorities came on scene. 

 

A. indolent  

 

B. spurious  

 

C. individual 

 

D. recalcitrant 

 

E. cohesive 

 

Correct Answer: D 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Choices A and B indicate lazy or not genuine, respectively, which is not the case, or they wouldn't be 

there demonstrating. Choice C grammatically fits, but the individuality of the act becomes lost when 

chaining them together. Choice E, "cohesive," or sticking together certainly fits and is correct; however, 

this is not the best choice. Choice D, "recalcitrant," is the best choice as it includes "stubbornly resisting 

authority," which further matches the action following the arrival of the authorities. 

 

 

Question No: 2 

The ______ dress of the performers was considered ______ by the censors. 

 

A. matching ... unfashionable 

 

B. ostentatious ... repugnant 

 

C. overly revealing ... acceptable 

 

D. uniform ... haughty 

 

E. color of ... errant 

 

Correct Answer: B 
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Explanation/Reference: 

 

We know that censors typically judge with a view to suppress so we're probably looking for two negatives 

in this case. Starting with that proposition, Choices B and C are the only possibilities. The second 

negative eliminates Choice C, making Choice B correct. 

 

 

Question No: 3 

It is absolutely ______ that the individual assigned to defuse a bomb be extremely ______. 

 

A. essential ... mature 

 

B. alright ... nervous 

 

C. necessary ... excited 

 

D. warranted ... tired 

 

E. critical ... dexterous 

 

Correct Answer: E 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Here again, the strategy is to divide and conquer. Only Choices A, C, and E qualify as being suited with 

absolutely. This leaves the second blank. Now the qualities for someone to defuse a bomb are almost a 

given. Choice A, "mature," is not something good as it is tantamount to feeble--much shaking of the hands 

is not a great characteristic to have as a bomb technician. Choice C, "excited," is just as bad as too 

mature and shaking. This only leave Choice E, "dexterous," or someone with skillful hands. 

 

 

Question No: 4 

Had it not been for his ______ prowess, Muhammad Ali, formerly known as Cassius Clay, Would not be 

considered one of the worlds' greatest fighters of all time. 

 

A. elocutionary 

 

B. prestidigitation 

 

C. ponderous 

 

D. poetical 
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E. pugilistic 

 

Correct Answer: E 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Although Ali was certainly known for his elocution, seeming prestidigitation in the ring, and his poetical 

ravings, he would not have reached the heights of boxing success had it not been for his "pugilistic" or 

boxing prowess, Choice E. 

 

 

Question No: 5 

Were I indeed ______, I likely would not still be teaching, for I would have long ago played the winning 

lottery numbers and be traveling the world sending postcards to the classroom. 

 

A. fortuitous  

 

B. clairvoyant  

 

C. prescient 

 

D. philanthropic 

 

E. perspicacious 

 

Correct Answer: C 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Choice B, "clairvoyant," seems like a shoe-in for this questions, but a clairvoyant only has greater powers 

of perception, not foreknowledge. Choice C, "prescient," incorporates the needed ability to know events in 

advance of the occurrence to properly pick winning numbers in a lottery. 

 

 

Question No: 6 

Given the seeming ______ of alternatives to fossil fuels, it seems rather ______ to continue on our current 

path without fully directing our collective resources to develop independence from questionable suppliers. 

 

A. gluttony. . .reticent 

 

B. plethora. . .pernicious 
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C. readiness. . .curious 

 

D. availability. . .understandable 

 

E. capacity. . .forgiving 

 

Correct Answer: B 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

A quick look at the first blank options doesn't yield much reduction of choices. In fact, any of them might 

be correct. Remembering that the tone of the sentence is bent toward the negative, we're looking for a fit 

for the second blank that is negative. Only Choice B, "pernicious," qualifies as it means harmful. 

 

 

Question No: 7 

Given the ______ nature of movie stars, I suppose one should not question the divorce rate among them, 

but question whether it is a character flaw developed in the business, or a trait necessary to enter the 

business. 

 

A. grandiose  

 

B. capricious  

 

C. ideological  

 

D. indulgent  

 

E. pernicious 

 

Correct Answer: B 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Choice D, "indulgent," seems plausible, but if movie stars were truly indulgent, they wouldn't mind the 

indiscretions of their mate. Choice B, "capricious," or unpredictable and impulsive best describes the 

character flaw causing this problem. 

 

 

Question No: 8 

Notwithstanding much educated ______, even as we speak, there is no ______ relationship between 
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current levels of hydrocarbon output and ozone deterioration. 

 

A. speculation. . .tenuous 

 

B. conjecture. . .proven 

 

C. evidence. . .speculative 

 

D. argument. . .rational 

 

E. confusion. . .systematic 

 

Correct Answer: B 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Choices C, D, and E, "evidence," "argument," and "confusion," respectively, disqualify them as choices 

based on the first word choice. The qualifier as much educated doesn't match with argument or confusion. 

Educated folk tend to present, not argue; and if it was a much educated prospective, there likely wouldn't 

be confusion. Considering much educated "evidence" would pretty much settle the discussion if it is truly 

evidence. This leaves only Choices A and B. Choice A has "tenuous" as a second word, and "weak" 

doesn't fit the sentence. Choice B, "conjecture" and "proven," is the best choice. 

 

 

Question No: 9 

Jennifer liked third period best as her English professor was a most ______ fellow; so much so that there 

was often no time left for student input, which suited her fine. 

 

A. garrulous  

 

B. ingenious  

 

C. superlative  

 

D. felicitous 

 

E. facetious 

 

Correct Answer: A 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 
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Choices A and E are the only real qualifiers as to there being no time left for student input. Choice E, 

"facetious," means jocular, and the good professor would likely be in jeopardy of losing his job were this 

the case. Choice A, "garrulous" or given to prosy rambling, fits the more typical English professor. 

 

 

Question No: 10 

The paparazzi received many sizeable offers for the pictures of Ferggie in the ______ act of topless 

bathing in Capri. 

 

A. embarrassing 

 

B. ignoble 

 

C. hypocritical  

 

D. degenerative  

 

E. hedonistic 

 

Correct Answer: B 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Choice A, "embarrassing," certainly qualifies but may be too simplistic for an SAT question. Be guarded 

against picking the first factually correct choice. Choice C, "hypocritical," might qualify if we were told she 

typically spoke against such acts, but we aren't. Choice D, "degenerative," suggests a degraded act or a 

sexual perversion, and topless bathing generally would not meet such criteria, particularly in an area 

where such practice was commonplace. Choice E, "hedonistic," seems to fit with the exception that a 

singular incident does not a lifestyle devoted to pleasure make. Choice B, "ignoble," fits nicely, particularly 

since she represented the royal family. 

 

 

Question No: 11 

It seems America has not lacked for presidents who as a result of their own ______ have performed acts 

that most considered insensitive, corrupt, and immoral. 

 

A. grandiloquence 

 

B. fortitude 

 

C. effluvia 
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D. demagoguery 

 

E. hubris 

  

Correct Answer: E 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Although many presidents are guilty of Choice A, "grandiloquence" or pompous speaking, and Choice D, 

"demagoguery" or politically appealing to the emotions or prejudice of a people, these acts don't typically 

qualify someone to perform the type acts represented. However, as pride goeth before a fall, Choice E, 

"hubris" or excessive pride, certainly sets one up for this type failure. 

 

 

Question No: 12 

It probably wasn't the singular ______ remark, but the ______ effect of hearing the same stories every 

day forced her to resign what had been a very lucrative position. 

 

A. off-colored. . .genuine 

 

B. errant. . .overall 

 

C. defamatory. . .cumulative 

 

D. encouraging. . .negative 

 

E. negative. . .monotonous 

 

Correct Answer: C 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Any time we speak of repetition, an adding up or cumulative effect is present. As Choice C qualifies 

exactingly on the second word choice, we need qualify only the first blank. "Defamatory" or injurious to the 

reputation makes it a certain winner. 

 

 

Question No: 13 

Living in a constant state of ______ is understandable given the ______ of pronouncing the CEO's name 

incorrectly twice during his introduction. 
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A. friction. . .fact 

 

B. prohibition. . . intimation 

 

C. fear. . .irreverence 

 

D. consternation. . .debacle 

 

E. nihilism. . .onus 

 

Correct Answer: D 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Alright, we need to look for something that pronouncing the CEO's name incorrectly might cause and what 

that error might be called (other than suicidal). Choice D, "consternation" or an intense state of fear, 

certainly trumps pure "fear" as in Choice C. And, most certainly, mispronouncing the CEO's name is 

certainly a "debacle," disaster, or fiasco. 

 

 

Question No: 14 

The supervisor was absolutely ______ on the issue of wearing a tie and coat in the office; I mean, she 

was absolutely ______. 

 

A. obdurate. . .implacable 

 

B. persistent. . .moved 

 

C. passionate. . .vehement 

 

D. malleable. . .fixated 

 

E. mawkish. . .impassioned 

 

Correct Answer: A 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

We need two words that are synonymous. Choices A and C are the only two real qualifiers. Choice C, 

"passionate," doesn't tell us whether she was in favor of or against the wearing of a tie and coat that would 

be almost incongruent with "absolutely" feeling that way. . . unless you worked in a casual garment 
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business. Choice A, "obdurate" or stubbornly resistant and "implacable" or not capable of being appeased 

or changed, makes it the best choice. 

 

 

Question No: 15 

The drill instructor at the Marine Corps Recruiting Depot was quick to correct the ______ recruit when he 

was referred to as "dude." 

 

A. rascal 

 

B. imperious  

 

C. impudent  

 

D. gregarious  

 

E. loquacious 

 

Correct Answer: C 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

We're looking for a word that defines the recruit who misspoke to the drill instructor. Although I can think 

of several, let's look only at the given possibilities. Choice D, "gregarious" or social or companionable, 

might describe the nature of the individual, it doesn't match with the specific act. Choice E, "loquacious" or 

very talkative is a given, but again, lends nothing to this egregious act. Choice C, "impudent" or insolent or 

contemptuously rude better fits the occasion and presents the best answer. 

 

 

Question No: 16 

It is indeed a social commentary that so-called reality shows top the charts in viewer counts, thus 

confirming the suspicion that the ______ taste of the American television viewer is easily satisfied. 

 

A. corrupt 

 

B. incorrigible  

 

C. indomitable  

 

D. plebeian 

 

E. incredulous 
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Correct Answer: D 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Choice A, "corrupt" or `morally debased,' is actually too strong to fit the tone of the sentence. We're not 

talking about Jerry Springer. Choice D, "plebian" or ordinary satisfies the simplicity of the sentence. 

 

 

Question No: 17 

Each year I am reminded of our blessings as I view the ______ of food abundant at our table. 

 

A. mixture  

 

B. gluttony  

 

C. bounty  

 

D. plethora 

 

E. decadence 

 

Correct Answer: D 

 

 

Explanation/Reference: 

 

Although Choices B and C, "gluttony" and "bounty," seem plausible, gluttony has to do with over- 

consumption and bounty relates to generosity. Choice D "plethora" means excess and is the best fit for 

the sentence. 

 

 

Question No: 18 

The depth and ______ of Lillian's performance was most noteworthy; she presented works from ragtime 

to jazz to classical. 

 

A. duration 

 

B. polish 

 

C. scope 

 

D. intensity 
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